SERRANUS-----SERVIA.

Serra'nus, a genus of fishes of the perch
fanally, some of them found on the British
coasts.

Serto'rius, QOINTUS, a Roman general,
born about 120 B.a    After serving with
reputation under Harms against the Teu-
toues in Spain he was made questor in
Cisalpine Gaul in 91 B.c.   In the quarrel
between Sulla and Marius he sided with the
latter.    When  Sulla returned from the
Mithridatic war (83 B.C.) Sertorius was pro-
scribed and fled to Spain.    There he at-
tempted to organize a force capable of re-
sisting the army sent by Sulla, to conquer
Spain, but finding his means unequal to the
contest he crossed over to Africa.   He now
assisted the Mauritanians fighting against
their king.  Having gained several victories
and liberated the Mauritanians, the Lusi-
tanians requested him to return to Spain
and take command of their troops against
the Romans.    Opposed to much superior
forces he displayed the talents of a skilful
general, and successfully resisted the Roman
leaders MeteUus and Pompey.    He was
treacherously assassinated at a feast by his
friend Perperna B.C. 72.  Sertorius has been
made the subject of a tragedy by Corneille.
Sertula'ria, the scientific name of a genus
of Hydrozoa or zoophytes to which, from
their resemblance to miniature trees, the
familiar name of (sea-firs' is given.

Serum, the thin transparent part of the
blood. The serum of the blood, which sepa-
rates from the crassamentum during the
coagulation of that liquid, has a pale straw-
colour or greenish-yellow colour, is trans-
parent when carefully collected, has a slightly
saline taste, and is somewhat unctuous to
the touch. It usually constitutes about
three-fourths of the blood, the pressed coag-
ulum forming about one-fourth. The term
is also applied to the thin part of milk sepa-
rated from the curd and oil See Elood.

Serval, or BOSH-CAT (Levpardus Serval),
a carnivorous animal nearly related to the
leopard and its allies, a native of Africa.
Its general body-colour is a bright yellow
or golden lustre, with a grayish tint, and
marked with black spots. The average
length is about 2 feet 10 inches including
the thick bushy tail, which is from 10 to 12
inches long. This animal is readily do-
mesticated. Its fur is in great request, and
obtains high prices. The name of Tiger-cat
is frequently applied to the serval.
Sea-van, ST. See Samt-Servan.
Servant. See Master and Servant.

Serye'tus, MICHAEL (properly MIGXJEL
SERVUDE), a learned Spaniard, memorable
as a victim of religious intolerance, was
born in 1509 at Villa Nueva, in Arragon.
He was the son of a notary, who sent him
to Toulouse for the study of the civil law.
Here he began to give his attention to
theology, and having formed views of the
trinity antagonistic to the orthodox doctrine
he removed to Germany, where he printed a
tract entitled I)e Trinitatis Erroribus (1531),
followed a year later by his Dialogorum de
Trinitate Libri duo. Finding that his
opinions were obnoxious in Germany, he
escaped to France under the name of Michael
of Villa Nueva. After fulfilling an engage-
ment with the Frellons, booksellers of Lyons,
he went to Paris, where he graduated as doctor
of medicine. At Paris Servetusmet Calvinfor
the first time, and an arrangement was made
for a theological discussion between them;
but Servetus failed to appear. In 1538 he
quarrelled with the medical faculty at Paris,
and proceeded to Oharlieu, near Lyons, where
he practised three years, subsequently mov-
ing to Vienne. Here, in 1553, he published
his matured theological system under the
title of Christianismi Restitutio (Restora-
tion of Christianity). He was arrested for
heresy and imprisoned, but contrived to es-
cape, and purposed to proceed to Naples.
He was, however, apprehended at Geneva
on a charge of blasphemy and heresy, and
his various writings were sifted in order to
ensure his condemnation. The divines of all
the Protestant Swiss cantons unanimously
declared for his punishment, and Calvin
was especially urgent and emphatic as to
the necessity of putting him to death. As
he refused to retract his opinions he was
burnt at the stake on the 27th October, 1553.
Servetus is numbered among the anatomists
who made the nearest approach to the doc-
trine of the circulation of the blood.
Servia (Slavonic, Serbia,; Turkish, Sy>y>),
an independent kingdom of Eastern Europe,
bounded N. by Austria-Hungary, from which
it is separated by the Save and the Danube;
B. by Roumania and Bulgaria; s. by Tur-
key; and w. by Bosnia; area, 18,855 square
miles; pop. (1895), 2,314,153, The surface
is elevated and is traversed by ramifica-
tions of the Carpathians in the north-east,
of the Balkans in the south-east, and of the
Dinaric Alps in the west. The summits
seldom exceed 3000 feet, though the highest
reaches 6325, The whole surface belongs
to the basin of the Danube, which receives
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